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Part 3

Government House 19 February 1942
At the time of the first bombing raid over Darwin during World War 2, Government House had rather a multicultural staff, including a number of Aborigines (both part- and full-blooded), a Russian couple, a Ceylonese and a Hong Kong Chinese ... 

The oldest of the staff at this time was the Ceylonese gardener Don Babun, aged 61, who was in effect an elder for the younger Aboriginal and part-Aboriginal staff. Among the gardeners were Sam Kundook and his wife Silver, both full-blooded Larrakia Aborigines, and Billy Shepherd, by now a grey haired old man, who had with him his third wife Lucy, a fully-blooded Aboriginal, both also of the Local Larrakia tribe. Billy is recalled as a quiet and gentle man who largely kept to himself.
[Hilda] Abbott  recalled that Billy was a good gardener and the fact that he got drunk from time to time was not of importance, although it is a matter of family pride that Billy did not drink – he would however, set upon a binge of drinking on one occasion only, in about July or August, every year, thought to be the anniversary of a personal tragedy.
 Abbott recounted how Billy’s appearances before the magistrate came to be reported in southern newspapers:
He was usually very quiet but during his rare drinking bouts something impelled him to be noisy, late in the night, outside the police barracks in Darwin. An exasperated constable would leap  from his bed and Billy would spend the rest of the night in the police cells. In the morning the magistrate would deal with him and he would be fined a few shillings. It was amusing to see how, after one of these occurrences, he was featured as front-page news in the big daily newspapers, a headline stating that ‘the Administrator’s gardener had been fined for the twenty- fifth time.’ He had a service of well over thirty years and to be fined for being drunk less than once a year was not a bad average for a man, black or white, in the Darwin of those days.” 

The most junior member of the staff was a young Aboriginal boy for the Marananggu tribe, Leo Goodman (known by the tribal personal name of Midwei  Alinggudum), who swept the verandahs and grounds. He had been born at Umdidu in 1920 and was a ward of the Territory.
 A friend of Leo’s was one of Billy Shepherd’s grandchildren, Patsy Shepherd,
 who lived with the family at Government House up to the bombing, together with her brother Bobby and sister Nellie and friend, Kitty. It is recalled that, after the first Japanese bombs fell, Mrs Abbott made up a picnic hamper for Granny Lucy and the young ones and had Constable ‘Sandy’ McNab put them on the train for Katherine.
 Patsy Shepherd was one of the last to board the train before it moved off.
Lucy, who raised Patsy and Bobby Shepherd, is recalled as looking remarkably like one of Billy’s previous wives, Ruby Arryat. Kitty Moffitt clearly recalls Billy and Lucy feeding the bandicoots in the garden,
 while bandicoots and goannas were a ready source of meals for the family of Government House staff...

There were two young maids, both part-Aboriginal girls: a tall strapping girl called Elsey Kilmartin, and a tinier girl called Daisy Martin. The Aboriginal maids were provided by the Government, having been removed from settlements and station by welfare officers or the police and interned in such places as Kahlin Compound at Myilly Point. Judy Friel, a Jawoyn Aboriginal, was eight years old when she was taken to Kahlin, where she befriended Daisy, and also Elsey who was from Wave Hill-Willeroo region and was a couple of years their elder.
 It was whilst at Kahlin that the three girls were baptised together. Judy also recalls how they would walk down to Kahlin Beach for a swim between classes, pas the tin shanties which were occupied by Larrakia Aborigines.
 At Government House, Daisy and Elsey wore a uniform of pink and white and were bare-footed.
� Mrs J S Friel, Pers Comm, 11 June 1992. Billy Shepherd’s great-granson was buried at Barung.


� Apparently a personal anniversary of some sort (Mr Bill Risk, Pers Comm, 17 March 1993), possibly the date of Ruby’s death (Mrs Irene Musk, Pers Comm, 17 March 1993).


� [Hilda] Abbott (1950) p.81


� Northern Territory Government Gazette, No 1913, 13 May 1957, p.118.


� Daughter of Robert Shepherd who had five children.


� Mrs Irene (Roxy) Musk, Pers Comm, 17 March 1993.


� Mrs Kitty Moffitt, Pers Comm, 23 April 1993.


� Mrs J S Friel, Pers Comm, 11 June 1992.


� One of their teachers had a husband who was ill so, with the permission of the Education Department, she took Judy and another girl to be her housemaids when they were just 12 or 13 years old. In 1942 Judy was a cook on Croker Island.





